
Week of December 15-19 

 

Language Arts classes 

 Students will be doing in-class activities that will be taken as assessment grades over the novel Of Mice 

and Men. 

 

Important update for the second nine weeks: 

 After evaluating the reading logs for the first nine weeks, I have decided to do some revising as to how 

they will be used for class purposes.  They will no longer be required as part of the grade---students will not 

receive a zero if they do not do them; however, students who do turn them in will receive credit in the 

homework category.  The benefit to this is that they will have more grades for averaging purposes when the 

grade is figured.   

  

WOD unit 3 
1.  abridge – verb; to make shorter as in stories, books, speeches, or any written or oral text;  For AR tests, 

 students need to make sure to read the full-length novel not the abridged version. 

2.  adherent – noun; a follower or support; one who sticks to a particular idea or philosophy; When I was in 

 college, many students were adherents of the “make love not war” philosophy. 

3.  altercation – noun; an angry argument that may or may not lead to a fist-fight or wrestling match; Both boys 

 ended up in detention because of their altercation in the lunch room---fighting is not allowed in school. 

4.  cherubic – adjective; describing a child/person that resembles an angel with a beautiful, round, perhaps 

 chubby, innocent face;  Because the two-year-old child looked so cherubic, everyone thought he was a 

 darling angel; but his mother knew otherwise. 

5.  condone – verb; to voluntarily pardon or overlook a wrong-doing or misbehavior; to treat as if trivial or of no 

 importance;  Since the doctor is overweight himself, one would believe that he condones the habits of 

 over-eating and not getting enough exercise for his patients. 

6.  dissent – verb; to disagree in opinion; noun; the difference of opinion; Mother showed her dissent, her total 

 disgust, of my outfit by making me go back to my room and change. 

7.  eminent – adjective; describing someone who is famous, outstanding, or distinguished; In our country, the 

 President is considered an eminent person---almost everyone knows his name and can recognize his 

 picture. 

8.  exorcise (exorcize) – verb; to drive out an evil spirit by magic or to simply get rid of something that is 

 annoying or troublesome; The gentleman exorcised his disappointment of losing his girlfriend by going 

 to the gym and playing handball for an hour, after which he felt energized and less depressed. 

9.  fabricate – verb; to make, manufacture, to make up, invent;  Tom Sawyer and Huck Finn were both good at 

 fabricating stories about why they were not in school, but Aunt Polly usually didn’t believe them. 

10.  irate – adjective; describing someone who is extremely angry;  The father was irate, throwing anything 

 within reach, when he found out his son had totaled the family car. 

11.  marauder – noun – a person who roams about to raid, pillage, and steal, often during time of war or 

 revolution;  Many men of the South lost their homes during the Civil War, so they became marauders, 

 surviving by going through the country and stealing whatever they could from the abandoned 

 plantations. 

12.  obesity – noun; the state of extreme fatness;  Because of his obesity, the father had problems breathing 

 when he tried running and playing with his sons---his excess weight made his heart have to work 

 overtime to pump enough oxygen.   

13.  pauper – noun; an extremely poor person; could be a homeless person but wouldn’t have to be;  When we 

 visited Dublin, Ireland, the paupers sat on the streets begging coins so that they would have money to 

 buy food. 

14.  trite – adjective; describing words, phrases, or actions that have become dull and uninteresting because of 

 overuse;   Since a lot  is so trite, I make my students use a synonym instead of always using those two 

 words. 



15.  rift – noun; a crevasse or crack in the ground; a break in relations between two people or groups;  The 

 sisters had a rift for several years because they had a fight over possession of their mother’s last 

 handmade quilt, so they didn’t talk to each other for twenty years. 

16.  semblance – noun; one thing has an outward appearance making it seem similar to or as if it is something 

 else;  Sometimes students will give the semblance of reading---the book is open and they are looking at 

 the page---but the teacher knows the mind is not focused on the words. 

17.  surmount – verb; to overcome a difficult obstacle, to rise above someone/something; to get to the top;  

 After falling off the balance beam and breaking a leg, the gymnast had to surmount his fears of falling 

 again before he was able to get back in training for the Olympics. 

18.  pilfer – verb; to steal in small quantities, often times used in context of employees taking supplies (pens, 

 paper, motor oil) for personal use;  

19.  terminate – verb; to bring to an end;  After the boss discovered the grocery boy had been pilfering a case of 

 Pepsi every week by sneaking it to his car when he left work, the boss terminated the boy’s employment 

 for taking the product without paying. 

20.  usurp – verb; to seize and hold a position by force or without right;  The rebels usurped the authority of the 

 dictator, taking over the power of the government,  by attacking the palace and forcing the ruler to leave 

 the country. 

 

Reading Log Information ï This is now an optional assignment for students to earn a larger number of 

points from which their grade average is figured. 

 Students must read a minimum of thirty minutes three times per calendar week and write a response (40-

50) words long for each reading session.  The responses do not have to be a summary of what was read but may 

be anything that the student thinks of while reading; questions the student has about the story or non-fiction 

selection; comments about the author’s style, the characters, the interest of the story, or the plot; or the student 

may make predictions about what will happen next.  (Please refer to the list of questions provided for reading 

response ideas.) 

 The students will record the reading using the following format: 

Title of the book: 

Author’s name: 

Date of reading: 

Time started -Time ended: 

Starting page number - Ending page number: 

Parent signature 

Written response: 

The entries may also be in response to the piece of literature being read in class.  These entries should be kept in 

a composition notebook so that I can see the progress of the student throughout the weeks.  I will collect the 

reading logs weekly to grade them.  Students will receive two grades for the logs---one point for each thirty 

minutes read and one to ten points for the quality and length of the entry chosen for grading purposes.  The 

student can put a star beside the entry he/she chooses to have graded out of the three for the week.   

I have asked for a parent signature or initials to be included with each reading entry so that I know 

parents are aware of their child’s reading homework.    

Reading Log Example 

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows 

J. K. Rowling 

August 6, 2007 

4:00 P.M.-4:30 P.M. 

Pgs. 1-25 

Parent initials 

 

 I am so excited to be reading the final Potter book---I made a promise to myself not to 

look ahead to see what the ending is before I get there.  Knowing that at least two of the main 

characters die, I have made my own predictions.  Of course, Voldemort must die; that is a given.  



If he doesn’t, I will certainly be disappointed.  As for Harry, he might get hurt, maybe even lose 

some of his magical powers; but I doubt very much that Rowling will have him die.  I know she 

says she won’t write any more Potter books, but she probably doesn’t want to cut off the 

possibility in case she changes her mind.   

 Boy, the plot starts right out with action.  Good old V. is up to his dirty tricks again---

torturing someone hanging upside down in front of him and discussing with his Death Eaters 

how to capture Harry. 

Book Report Criteria  

Biography/Autobiography 

Due Date ï December 10 
 This project will require using a file folder to create a fold-out scrapbook of the person’s life.  The 

information can be presented in many different ways (refer to the model in the room which I created for 

illustration purposes or see the pictures below), but it must include the following areas: 

  

 *at least one but not more than three pictures of the person (five points) 

 *birth – year and place (five points) 

 *death – year, place, and cause (only if deceased) (five points) 

 *parents – names of parents; any other details you would like to include and are able to find through  

  research (five points) 

 *siblings – names of siblings and placement of person in the order of birth (i.e. oldest, youngest, second, 

  etc.) (five points) 

 *education – what was the extent of education the person received and where did he/she go to school 

  (ex. – earned a B.A. degree from Purdue University; had a high school education only) (five  

  points) 

 *summary of the accomplishments of the person or the reason the person has had a book written about  

  him/her (twenty-five points) 

 *awards received, prizes won, titles earned, and/or any other special recognitions (ten points) 

 *explanation of the significance of the title (why is the book titled what it is) (five points) 

 *description of your impression of this person and explanation why you chose to read about this person  

 (five points) 

 *explanation of how reading this book has affected your life (five points) 

 *sources – list all sources used for researching purposes even it if is only the one book you read (must be 

  presented in the MLA format given on page 981 of the Elements of Literature textbook); this  

  means you must record the information as you research---especially if you use the Internet (ten  

  points) 

 

Evaluation will be based on the points listed above as well as ten points for presentation (the overall neatness of 

the folder, how well it is organized, and how much variety is used in the method of presenting the information). 

  

  



 
 

 
 

Literature 

 The boys have finished The Transall Saga; all of them were eager to read how Mark’s adventure ended.  

The boys will read “Christmas Day in the Morning” by Pearl S. Buck this week.  After Christmas break they 

will begin another novel. 

 

Pre-AP Language Arts 

 Students have finished reading The Adventures of Tom Sawyer so that now we are concentrating on 

looking at various literary devices used in the novel. 

 Students will take the sentence matching quiz over WOD list #7 on Thursday, December 18.   

Word of the Day Unit 7 Pre-AP 

1. adieu – interjection, noun – “Farewell!”; a farewell; As I walked out the door, I waved and said, “Adieu” 

to my mom. 

2. advent – n – an arrival; a coming into place or view; American society changed drastically after the 

advent of the automobile---people were much more mobile which facilitated communication. 

3. apex – n – the highest point, tip; At the apex of his career, the singer became addicted to alcohol and lost 

his ability to sing, causing his popularity to drop. 

4. assimilate – v – to absorb fully or make one’s own; to adopt as one’s own; to adapt fully;  Even though 

the puppy was simply dropped at the family’s doorstep, unwanted and undesirable, he was soon 

assimilated as a part of the family, making everyone love him dearly.  

5. bogus – adj – false, counterfeit; The newspaper has been printing articles that someone is passing bogus 

twenty dollar bills, and businesses should be on the lookout for the fake money. 

6. exorbitant – adj – unreasonably high; excessive; Because the toy had such an exorbitant price, I did not 

buy it for my grandson---I could not justify paying such a large amount of money for just one gift. 

7. interim – n – the time between;  During the interim between classes, students have time to use the rest 

room facilities; but many of them prefer to visit with friends during that four minutes. 

 



8. inundate – v – to flood, overflow; to overwhelm by numbers or size;  Those people who use charge 

cards to buy Christmas presents are inundated with bills in January; sometimes the people have 

forgotten how much they spent until they see the large number of bills they receive. 

9. malign – v – to speak evil of, slander; Character Counts is a program that teaches students and adults not 

to malign others because it is not nice to say nasty things about friends and classmates. 

10. meander – v – to wander about, wind about;  As we rode the four-wheeler through the snow-covered 

woods, we could see the deer tracks where the deer had meandered their way from one side of the woods 

to the other, zig-zagging here and there as they found an easy path through the trees. 

11. metropolis – n – a large city; the chief city of an area;  Kendallville could not be considered a 

metropolis, but Chicago certainly is known as such because of the large area the city covers and the 

enormous number of people who live there. 

12. momentous – adj – very important;  Getting my first kiss, graduating from high school, walking down 

the aisle with my new husband, holding my first child were all momentous occasions---ones that stand 

out in my mind as highlights of my life. 

13. obstreperous – adj – noisy, unruly, disorderly;  Causing a commotion in church, the obstreperous little 

boy was embarrassing his grandmother so much that she finally led him out of the sanctuary so that his 

noise would not bother the other worshipers. 

14. pensive – adj – thoughtful; melancholy;  As I sat watching my daughter walk down the aisle, I became 

pensive, wondering if she would finally mature enough to accept responsibility for her actions. 

15. perilous – adj – dangerous;  Tom and Huck were in a perilous situation when they witnessed Injun Joe 

kill the doctor, for they knew Injun Joe would not hesitate to harm them if he saw them. 

16. shoddy – adj – of poor quality; characterized by inferior, dishonest workmanship;  Sometimes 

prefabricated homes are made so quickly on the assembly line that the workmanship ends up being 

shoddy because the workers are more concerned about meeting their daily production quota than they 

are about the quality of their work. 

17. sprightly – adj – lively, full of life;  In the spring on the farm, I always enjoyed seeing the sprightly 

calves as they ran and played in the barnyard the first time they were allowed outside the barn. 

18. surly – adj – angry and bad-tempered; rude;  All the kids in the neighborhood avoided walking by the 

old house on the corner because the hag who lived there was so surly that she would yell at the kids just 

for stepping on the sidewalk in front of her house. 

19. tirade – n – a long, angry speech, usually very critical;  After listening to her mother’s tirade about how 

awful her hair looked and what a terrible job the stylist had done, the young girl told her mother she 

would re-comb her mother’s hair to make it look more like she normally wore it. 

20. vagrant – n – an idle wanderer, tramp;  On his usual beat through the city park, the police officer saw a 

vagrant sleeping on a bench; so he made the man wake up and took him to a shelter for the homeless. 

 

Language Lab  

 We are continuing to practice editing skills, particularly capitalization and punctuation as well as word 

usage. 

 The reading focus is on reading strategies necessary for reading informational text in the area of science. 


